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ARTI CLE 1

I NTENT, PURPOSE AND TI TLE

1

1

1

1

1

1

1.

1

1.

2

2.

2.

3

3.

1

1

2

1

| NTENT

This Odinance shall apply to all properties or portions

thereof |ocated within the incorporated areas of The Cty

of Sugar Hill, Georgia, to the extent of the provisions
cont ai ned herein. The City Council of The City of Sugar
H 1l hereby finds that the protection and preservation of

trees, the planting of new trees and other |andscape
material, and the provision of buffers between dissimlar
uses as part of the |and devel opnment process is a public
purpose and provides for the public health and general
wel fare.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Ordinance is to preserve and enhance the

City’s natural environment through tree protection and
preservation, the planting of trees and other |andscape
material, and the provision of natural and/or planted
buffers between dissimlar uses. The Odinance is
intended to further the Gty's policy that all devel opnent
sites where trees are nost comonly renoved will achieve
upon project conpletion a uniform standard related to tree
coverage, |andscaping and buffers.

This Ordinance is also intended to further the City' s policy

of encouraging all individuals or firms who propose to
develop land, and which are required to neet the
requirenments of this Odinance, to consider the use of
wat er - ef fici ent | andscapi ng principles and techni ques.

TI TLE

This Ordi nance shall be known as "The Buffer, Landscape, and

Tree Ordinance of The City of Sugar Hill, Georgia"” and may
be referred to generally as "The Buffer Ordinance,"” or
"The Landscape Ordinance,"” or "The Tree Ordi nance,” or, as
used herein, "this Odinance."
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The Buffer, Landscape, and

Tree Ordi nance Definitions
ARTI CLE 2
DEFI NI TI ONS

2.1 DEFI NI TI ONS OF WORDS AND PHRASES

2.1.1 In construing the provisions hereof and the neaning of
each and every word, term phrase, or part thereof,

where the context wll permt, the definitions of
words as contained in the adopted Zoning Ordinance
of City of Sugar Hill, suppl emented by the
foll ow ng, shall apply:

Buffer: Land area used to visibly separate one use
from another through screening and distance, to
shield or block noise, light, glare, or visual or

ot her conditions, to block physical passage to non-
simlar areas, or to reduce air pollution, dust,
dirt, and litter.

Cl eari ng: The renpval of vegetation from a
property, whether by cutting or other neans.

Construction Buffer: A type of buffer which is
t enpor ary and remai ns in ef f ect duri ng t he

construction of a project.

Depart nent The City of Sugar Hill Departnent of
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent (DoP&D), as established by
the City of Sugar Hi Il City Council, and as operated

t hrough the actions and adm nistration of the City
Manager or his/her designee.

Devel opnment Regul ati ons: The adopted regulations
providing for the subdivision and devel opnment of
real property within City of Sugar HIl, Georgia, as

anmended fromtine-to-time by the City Council of the
City of Sugar Hill.

Di aneter Breast Height (DBH): The dianmeter of a
tree neasured at a point 4 and 1/2 feet above the
ground.

Director: The City Manager and/or the Director of
the Department of Planning and Devel opnent or
hi s/ her desi gnee.
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The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance Definitions

2.1.1 (Cont.)
Dripline: A line on the ground established by a
vertical plane extending from a tree's outernost
branch tips down to the ground; i.e., the line
encl osing the area directly beneath the tree's crown
fromwhich rainfall would drip.

Fl oodpl ai n, 100- Year: Those lands subject to
f1 oodi ng, whi ch have at least a one percent
probability of flooding occurrence in any cal endar
year; and specifically, the floodplain as shown on
the Flood Boundary and Floodway Map as prepared by
t he Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

G adi ng: The placenment, renoval, or novenent of
earth by use of mechanical equipnment on a property.

Land Di sturbance Permt (LDP): Any permt other
than a Building Permt issued by City of Sugar Hill
t hat authorizes clearing o grading activities on a
site or portion of a site. Said permt may be
Cl eari ng, Cl earing and G ubbi ng, Gr adi ng, or
Devel opment Permt as defined and authorized under
the Devel opnent Regulations of the City of Sugar

Hill.

Landscape Strip: Land area located wthin the
boundary of a lot and required to be set aside and
used for | andscaping upon which only Ilimted

encroachnents are authori zed.

Scr eeni ng: A nmethod of shielding or obscuring one
abutting or nearby structure or use from another by
opaque fencing, wal | s, ber ns, densely pl anted

vegetation, or the Ilike.

Shr ub: A woody plant of relatively |ow height, as
di stinguished from a tree by having several stens
rather than a single trunk

Ti nber Har vesti ng: The felling, | oading and
transporting of tinmber products (pul pwood, etc.).
The term "tinmber harvesting” my include both clear
cutting and sel ective cutting of tinber.
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The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance Definitions

2.1.1 (Cont.)
Tree Density Unit (TDU): A credit assigned to a
tree, based on the diameter of the tree, in
accordance with tables contained in this O di nance.

Tree Density Standard (TDS): The m ni mum nunber of
Tree Density Units per acre which nust be achieved
on a property after devel opnment.

Tr ee: Any self-supporting woody perennial plant,
usually having a min stem or trunk and nmany
branches, and at maturity normally attaining a trunk
di ameter greater than 3 inches at any point and a
hei ght of over 10 feet.

Tree Dianeter: The w dest cross-sectional dinension
of a tree trunk nmeasured at diameter breast height
(dbh) or at a point below dbh for new trees or
mul ti-trunked species, but in no case less than 6
inches fromthe ground.

Tree Protection Area (TPA): Any portion of a site
wherein are |located existing trees which are
proposed to be preserved in order to conply wth
the requirenments of this Ordinance. The Tree
Protection Area shall include no |less than the total
area beneath the tree canopy as defined by the
dripline of the tree or group of trees collectively.

Tree Preservati on/ Repl acenent Plan (TP/ RP): A plan
that identifies Tree Protection Areas where existing
trees are to be preserved and where proposed
repl acenent trees are to be planted on a property to
meet mninmum requirenents, as well as nmethods of
tree protection to be undertaken on the site and
ot her pertinent information.

Tree Thinning: Sel ective cutting or thinning of
trees only for the clear purpose of good forestry
managenent in order to protect said forest from
di sease or infestation and in no way shall be
construed as clear cutting.
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The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance Definitions

2.1.1 (Cont.)
Zoning Buffer: A buffer required by the Zoning
Ordi nance or as a condition of zoning, special use
or variance approval for a specific property.

Zoni ng Ordi nance: The Zoning Ordinance of City of
Sugar Hill, Georgia, as anended fromtinme-to-tinme by
the City Council of City of Sugar Hi Il or any such
Ordi nance not expressly superseding this O di nance.
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The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance Buf f er Regul ati ons

ARTI CLE 3
BUFFER REGULATI ONS
3.1 APPLICABILITY.
3.1.1 Buffers shall be required between dissimlar districts or
uses in accordance with the provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance or as a condition of =zoning, special use or
vari ance approval
3.2 STANDARDS FOR PERMANENT BUFFERS
3.2.1 Wdth of Buffers
Buffers shall neet the mMnimum wdth requirenents

contained in the Zoning Odinance, except as authorized to
be reduced by the applicable buffer reduction process, as

foll ows:

a. As specified in the "M ninmum Buffer Strip Requirenment
Tabl e"; or

b. As specified in a residential zoning district for a

permtted non-residential use (e.g. a church, tenple,
synagogue, etc.); or

C. As required by a condition of zoning, special use, or
vari ance approval

3.2.2 Screeni ng Requi renents

a. Buffers shall be natural, undisturbed, and free of
encroachnments except as authorized by a condition of
zoning, special wuse or variance approval, or as
authorized herein, and shall contain the existing
tree cover and vegetation as well as any suppl enental
pl antings or replantings as may be required.

b. Buffers shall be of such nature and density so as to
screen activities, structures and wuses on the
property from view from the normal level of a first
story window on an abutting lot and shall further
provide a year-round effective visual screen.

City of Sugar Hill 3.1
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Tree Ordi nance

Buf f er Regul ati ons

3.2.2 (Cont.)
C.

Buffers required along side property lines shal
extend to a street right-of-way |ine unless otherw se
required by the Director in order to observe the
si ght di stance requirenents cont ai ned in the
Devel opnment Regulations, or as authorized by a
condition of zoning, speci al use, or variance
approval .

In situations where the required buffer width is
partially or conpletely contained within an existing
easenment (e.g. power or natural gas transm ssion,
etc.), the screening requirenments of this O dinance
shall be met outside of the easenent area.

3.2.3 Suppl enrent al Pl anti ngs

a.

Buffers in which vegetation is non-existent or is
i nadequate to neet the screening requirenents of this
Ordi nance  shall be planted with supplenental
plantings so as to provide a year-round effective
vi sual screen

Suppl emrental plantings and replantings shall consist
of evergreen trees, shrubs, or conbination thereof,
native or adaptable to the region. Al trees planted
shall be a mnimum of 6 feet in height at time of
pl anting and shall be a species which will achieve a
hei ght of at least 20 feet at maturity. Al shrubs
pl anted shall be a |large growi ng species, shall be a
mnimum of 3 feet in height at time of planting and
shall be a species which will achieve a height of at
| east 10 feet at maturity.

Al'l  supplenental plantings shall be installed to
all ow for proper plant growth and mai nt enance.

3.2. 4 Non- Veget ati ve Screeni ng

a.

Non-vegetative materials wutilized to satisfy the
screening requirements of this Odinance, in addition
to the use of existing vegetation and/or suppl enental
plantings, my consist of walls, fences, earthen
berms or any conbi nation thereof.

If walls or fences are to be wutilized, their
pl acenment and installation shall be such so as to

City of Sugar
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cause mninmal disturbance of existing vegetation and
| ocated so as to provide an effective visual screen

Di sturbance or Encroachnents

a.

Pr ot ect i

a.

Const
pr ovi

Ditches, swales, stormmater conveyance facilities,
stormvat er detention ponds, sanitary sewer conveyance
facilities, simlar facilities, and any associated
easenents, shall not encroach into a buffer except
that necessary access and utility crossings (e.g.
stormnater or sanitary sewer pipes) may encroach into
the buffer as near to perpendicul ar as practical.

Suppl enrental plantings or replantings of vegetation
or authorized non-vegetative screening devices shal
be authorized to encroach into a buffer provided
there is mniml disturbance of any significant
exi sting vegetati on.

Land disturbance is authorized in areas of a buffer
that are devoid of significant vegetation provided
that the final grade and replantings of vegetation
neet the screening requirenents contai ned herein.

Dying, diseased or dead vegetation may be renoved
from a buffer provided mnimal disturbance occurs.
Vegetation thus renoved shall be replaced where
necessary to neet the screening requirenments
cont ai ned herein.

on During Land Disturbing Activities

During authorized |land disturbing activities, buffers
shall be clearly demarcated and protected prior to
conmencenent of, and during, construction.

The method of demarcation and protection wutilized
shal | be in accordance wth Best Managenent
Practices(BMP) or as required by the Departnent.

STANDARDS FOR CONSTRUCTI ON BUFFERS

Wher e Required

ruction buffers shall be required where specifically
ded in the Zoning Odinance between single famly

residential subdivisions, or as a condition of zoning,

speci

al use or variance approval.

City of Sugar
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The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance Buf f er Regul ati ons

3.3.2 Time Constraints

Construction buffers shall only be in effect during the
construction period of a project and shall term nate upon
project conpletion. In the <case of a residential
subdi vision, a construction buffer shall term nate upon
each individual lot wth the issuance of a Certificate of
Occupancy for the principal dwelling.

3.3.3 Di st ur bance or Encroachnents

a. Construction buffers shall be natural, undisturbed
and free of encroachnents except as authorized by a
condition of zoni ng, speci al use or variance
approval, or as authorized herein.

b. The encroachnent of ditches, swal es, st or mvat er
conveyance facilities, stornmwater detention ponds,
sedi nent basi ns, sanitary sewer conveyance

facilities, simlar facilities, and any associated
easenents, into a construction buffer shall not be
aut hori zed except that necessary access and utility
crossings (e.g. stormnater or sanitary sewer pipes),
and natural bottom detention ponds (sedinent basins
must be |ocated outside of the construction buffer)
and their appurtenant structures which require no
grading and renoval of trees, may encroach upon the
construction buffer.

C. If the construction buffer on a residential lot is
devoid of existing trees and vegetation, and a tree
survey is submtted to docunent this situation prior
to conducting land disturbing activities (including
clearing) on the lot, then +the Departnment may
aut horize the encroachnent of a building or structure
into the construction buffer for a distance not to
exceed 10 feet.

3.3. 4 Protection During Land Di sturbing Activities

a. Duri ng aut hori zed | and di st urbi ng activities,
construction buffers shall be clearly demarcated and
protected prior to conmencenent of, and during,
construction.
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b. The method of demarcation and protection utilized
shall be in accordance with Best Managenent Practices
(BMP) or as required by the Departnent.
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Tree Ordi nance

Landscape Regul ati ons

ARTI CLE 4

LANDSCAPE REGULATI ONS

4.1 APPLI CABI LI TY.

4.1.1 Non-Residential and Multi-Fam |y Uses

Non-residential and nulti-famly uses shall provide
for | andscape plantings on-site as foll ows:

a.

In a Landscape Strip at least 10 feet in width
adj acent to any street right-of-way abutting the
property and running the length of the entire
property frontage; and

In areas adjacent or internal to off-street
parking lots that are required by the Zoning
Ordinance to contain nmore than 5 off-street
par ki ng spaces; and

As required by a condition of zoning, special
use or variance approval.

4.1.2 Residential Subdivisions

Resi denti al subdivisions shall provide for |andscape
pl antings on-site as foll ows:

a.

I n no-access easenents that are required to be
provided by the Devel opment Regul ations along
the line of double frontage |ots abutting upon a
maj or thoroughfare; and

As required by a condition of zoning, special
use of variance approval.

4.2 LANDSCAPE STRI P PLANTI NG REQUI REMENTS

4.2.1 Ten (10) Foot W de Landscape Strips

Landscape Strips which are required to be 10 feet in
wi dth shall contain |andscaping and plantings within

sai d

strip as foll ows:

City of Sugar
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Tree Ordi nance

Landscape Regul ati ons

4.2.1 (Cont.)
a.

One (1) tree for each 25 linear feet of strip
| ength shall be provided. Each tree shall be at
|least 6 feet in height at tinme of planting and
shall be a species native or suitable to this
regi on.

One (1) shrub for each 25 linear feet of strip
| ength shall be provided. Each shrub shall be a
species native or suitable to this region.

Trees and shrubs required herein may be planted
and spaced singly or in groups as authorized by
the Director so long as the total nunber of
pl antings is achieved.

The remaining ground area shall be sodded,
seeded or hydroseeded with grass, and/or planted
with groundcover species and/or provided wth
ot her | andscaping material, or any conbination
t her eof .

4.2.2 Five (5) Foot Wde Landscape Strips

Landscape Strips which are required to be 5 feet in
wi dth shall contain |andscaping and plantings within

sai d

a.

strip as foll ows:

One (1) tree for each 50 linear feet of strip
| ength shall be provided. Each tree shall be at
least 6 feet in height at time of planting and
shall be a species native or suitable to this
regi on.

One (1) shrub for each 50 linear feet of strip
I ength shall be provided. Each shrub shall be a
species native or suitable to this region.

Trees and shrubs required herein may be planted
and spaced singly or in groups as authorized by
the Director so long as the total nunber of
requi red plantings is achieved.

City of Sugar
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Tree Ordi nance Landscape Regul ati ons

4.2.2 (Cont.)

d. The remaining ground area shall be sodded,
seeded or hydroseeded with grass, and/or planted
with groundcover species and /or provided wth
ot her | andscaping material, or any oonbination
t her eof .

4.2.3 Encroachnments Into Landscape Strips

Requi red Landscaped Strips shall not be encroached
upon by parking spaces, driveway surfaces or
stormvat er detention facilities except that driveway
crossings my traverse such strip as near to a
per pendi cul ar alignment as practical.

4.3 OFF- STREET PARKI NG LOT PLANTI NG REQUI REMENTS

4.3.1 Quantity, Spacing and Pl anting Standards
Off-street parking Jlots which are required to
contain nore than 5 off-street parking spaces shal

contain | andscapi ng and plantings as foll ows:

a. One (1) tree for each 5 spaces around the
perineter of the parking |lot shall be provided.

b. One (1) tree for each 10 spaces on the interior
of the parking lot shall be provided.

C. Each tree shall be at least 6 feet in height at
time of planting and shall be a species native
or suitable to this region.

d. The m ni num pl anting area or space for each tree
shall be at |east 25 square feet.

e. Trees shall be planted in areas surrounding the
perimeter of the parking lot and/or shall be
pl anted in planting areas or islands internal to
the parking lot. Trees my be planted and

spaced singly or in groups.

f. Ground areas shall be sodded, seeded or
hydroseeded with grass and/or planted wth
groundcover species, and/or provided wth other

City of Sugar Hill 4.3
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| andscapi ng mat eri al , or any conbi nati on
t her eof .

4.4 NO- ACCESS EASEMENT SCREENI NG REQUI REMENTS

4.4.1 No-access easenents which are required to be provided
and recorded by the Devel opnent Regul ations, or as a
condition of zoni ng, speci al use or variance
approval, shall be screened as follows:

a. Planted with a single Iine of evergreen trees or
shrubs; or,

b. Contain a solid or decorative fence; or
cC. Contain such other |andscaping treatnments or
grade changes which wll produce a partial

screening effect as authorized by the Director.

City of Sugar Hill 4.4
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Tree Ordi nance
Tree Preservation and Tree Repl acenent Regul ati ons

ARTI CLE 5
TREE PRESERVATI ON AND TREE REPLACEMENT REGULATI ONS
5.1 APPLI CABI LI TY AND EXEMPTI ONS

5.1.1 The terns and provisions of this Article shall apply to any
activity on real property which requires the issuance of a
Land Disturbance Permt wthin the Gty of Sugar Hll.
Table A Summary of Applicability and Exenptions, at the
end of this Section, summarizes those activities which are
exenpt fromthe provisions of this Odinance and those for
which a Tree Preservati on/ Repl acenent Plan nust be
approved prior to issuance of a Land Di sturbance Permt.

5.1.2 G andf at hered Projects

a. This Article shall not apply to any portion of a
property included within the Iimts of a valid Land
Di sturbance Permit issued prior to the effective date
of this Odinance, provided that all tinme constraints
relating to the permt issued shall be observed. In
no event shall any grandfathered project be extended
for a greater time period than 24 nonths from the
date of enactnent of this O dinance.

b. The requirenents of this Article may be waived by
the Departnent for a Land Di sturbance Pernit which is
to proceed with devel opnent of a larger project, at
| east 75% of the land area of which has already
received a permt or permts initiating clearing or
gradi ng activities.

5.1.3 Horticul tural or Agricultural COperations

a. All plant or tree nurseries and botanical gardens
shall be exenpt fromthe terns and provisions of this
Ordinance in relation to those trees which are being
grown for relocation and continued growth in the
ordinary course of business, or for sone public
pur pose.

City of Sugar Hill 5.1



The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance
Tree Preservation and Tree Repl acenent Regul ati ons

5.1.3 (Cont.)

b. Al'l orchards of trees in active comercial operation
shall be exenpt fromthe terms and provisions of this
O di nance for bona fide agricultural purposes only.

5.1. 4 Renpval of Disease or Infestation

Upon the advice of the County Extension Service or the
Ceorgia Forestry Comm ssion in accordance with comonly
accepted forestry practices and a finding of tree disease
or infestation, the Director may authorize the renoval of
trees to prevent the transm ssion of di sease or
infestation, to prevent the danger of these trees falling,
or to prevent potential injury to |ife and property. The
owner/ devel oper, prior to the renoval of the diseased
trees, shall notify the Director, identifying the |ocation
of the infested property, and shall submt to the Director
the witten finding of the County Extension Service or
Ceorgi a Forestry Comm ssi on.

5.1.5 Tree Thinni ng

Upon the witten advice and findings of the County
Extension Service or Ceorgia Forestry Conm ssion, the
thinning of trees (selective cutting only) solely for the
pur pose of good forestry managenent, may be permitted upon
authorization by the Director and shall require the
subm ttal and approval of a Tree Preservation/ Repl acenent
Plan. Permts authorizing tree thinning shall be limted
to the follow ng:

a) The property shall not have been subdivided. The
property shall have the sane configuration since June
9, 1970.

b) A 75 foot undisturbed buffer (not a zoning buffer)
shall be provided and maintained along the entire
perineter of the property, including road frontages,
during the Iland disturbing activity, except for
aut hori zed access crossings.

c) The property shall be required to neet a Tree Density
Standard of 24 wunits per acre upon conpletion of
aut hori zed | and di sturbing activities.

d) The owner/devel oper shall wutilize the recomended
Best Managenent Practices (BMP's) as established by
the Ceorgia Forestry Conm ssion.

City of Sugar Hill 5.2
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Tree Preservation and Tree Repl acenent Regul ati ons

5.

5.

5.

1

1

1

6

7

8

Credit For Zoning Buffer Plantings Excluded

Existing trees proposed to be retained and new trees
proposed to be planted in order to neet the buffer
requirenents of the Zoning Odinance or conditions of
zoning, special wuse or variance approval shall not be
considered in fulfilling the requirenents of this
Ordinance. Trees or other vegetation shall not be renoved
from a zoning buffer area except under the provisions as
establ i shed herein or by the Zoning O di nance.

Credit For Construction Buffers - Trees Saved in Single
Fam |y Residential Districts Included

Trees saved in a Construction Buffer identified on a Tree
Preservation/ Repl acement Plan shall count toward Tree
Density Standard.

Easenent Exenption

a) Properties possessing natural gas, petroleum or
electric power transm ssion easenents, or mgjor
sanitary sewer main (greater than 8 inches in
dianeter) or water main (greater than 16 inches in
dianeter) distribution easenents, nay exclude the
| and area contained in said easenent from the total
acreage of the property in fulfilling the Tree
Density Standard of this Odinance provided that no
i nprovenents (e.g. parking lots, tennis courts,
driveways, stormmater detention facilities, etc.) are
proposed within the easenent. If any inprovenents
are proposed within the easenent, then the land area
so utilized within the easenent for the inprovenents,
plus an additional 10-feet of |and area surrounding
the inprovenents, shall be used to fulfill the Tree
Density Standard of this Ordi nhance.
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Tree Preservation and Tree Repl acenent

Landscape,

and

Regul ati ons

TABLE A

SUMVARY OF APPLI CABI LI TY AND EXEMPTI ONS

PRQIECT TYPE

TYPE OF CONSTRUCTI ON

APPLI CABI LI TY

1 and 2 Fanmily
Dwel I'i ngs

G andf at her ed
Projects

Horticul tura
or
Agricultura
Oper ati ons

Di seased or
I nfested Trees

Tree Thi nni ng

Bui | di ng Permt

Any property included within the
l[imts of a LDP approved prior to
the effective date of this

Or di nance.

Land clearing for clearly

agricul tural purposes, including
ti mber harvesting, in RA-200
zoning district; Plant or Tree

Nurseries; Orchards

Renmoval upon advice and witten
finding of County Extension
Service or Ceorgia Forestry
Commi ssi on

Thi nning of trees (selective
cutting) in zoning districts

ot her than RA-200 solely for the
pur pose of good forestry
managenent, utilizing recomended
BMP s of the Ceorgia Forestry
Conmi ssi on, upon the advice and
witten findings of the County
Ext ensi on Service or Georgia
Forestry Conmm ssion

Conpl i ance

| nspecti on may
be required
(5.3.3)

Exenpt
(5.1.2)

Exenpt
(5.1.3)

Exenpt
(5.1.4)

TP/ RP Requi red
(5.1.5)
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TABLE A
( CONTI NUED)

PRQIECT TYPE

TYPE OF CONSTRUCTI ON

APPLI CABI LI TY

Resi denti al and
Non- Resi dent i al
Subdi vi si ons

Multi-famly and
Non- Resi dent i al
Sites

Land di sturbance limted to
areas needed for streets,
drai nage and utilities

TP/ RP not
required
*

(5.2.3,a)

Land di sturbance beyond areas
needed for streets, drainage,
and utilities

TP/ RP required
(5.2.2)

Building Permt for the
construction of 1 and 2 Fam |y
Dwel | i ngs

Conpl i ance
I nspecti on may
be required

(5.3.3)
Recreation Area TP/ RP required
(5.2.3,a)
-
Clearing or clearing and TP/ RP not
grubbing only, limted to required *
areas outside of all mninmm *
yards, buffers, and 100 year (5.2.3,b)

fl ood plain

Clearing or clearing and
grubbi ng only, proposing
di sturbance within a m ni mum
yard or 100 year flood plain

TP/ RP required
(5.2.2)

G adi ng or Devel opnent Permt

TP/ RP required
(5.2.2)

Bui I ding Permit

Covered by TP/ RP
as approved by
LDP

(5.2.2)

* LIMTS OF LAND DI STURBANCE TO BE DESI GNATED W TH PROTECTI VE TREE
FENCI NG, STAKI NG, OR CONTI NUOUS RI BBON PRI OR TO COMVENCEMENT OF
ACTI VI TIES, CONSI STENT W TH EXEMPTI ON ALLOWANCES.

*x ADDI TI ONAL

UNDI STURBED BASED ON LAND USE PLAN.

AREAS NMAY BE DESIGNATED BY DOP& TO RENAIN

City of Sugar
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5.2 PERM TS

5.2.1 Land disturbance activities shall not comence until such
activities have been authorized by issuance of an
appropriate Land D sturbance Permt under the provisions
of the Devel opnment Regul ati ons.

5.2.2 For those projects not exenpt from the provisions of this
Ordi nance, and not included under Subsection 5.2.3 bel ow,
a Tree Preservation/ Replacenent Plan shall be submtted
along with the other docunments required by the Devel opnent
Regul ations for the issuance of a Cearing, Cearing and
G ubbi ng, Gradi ng, or Devel oprnent Permt.

a. All Tree Preservation/ Replacenent Plans and rel ated
docunentation shall be reviewed by the Departnent
for conformance to the provisions of this Odinance
along with and at the sane tinme as all other plans
required for a requested Land Disturbance Permit
under the provisions of the Devel opnent Regul ati ons.

b. Clearing, grading and devel opnent activities shall
conform in all respects wth the approved Tree
Preservati on/ Repl acenent Pl an. Any revisions to the
proposed devel opnent of a property, and any changes
reflected in a subsequently submitted permt
application, shall be shown on a revised Tree
Preservati on/ Repl acenment Pl an and be approved as part
of the new or revised permt prior to the
conmencenent of such changed activities.

C. A maxi mum of twenty (20) acres of residential |and
can be mass-graded at any one tine subject to a plan
havi ng been revi ewed and approved show ng phasi ng of
t he devel opnent of the residential subdivision.

d. Subsection 5.3.3 shall apply to residential
subdi vi si on devel opnent of individual lots and the
TP\ TR PI an.
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5.2.3 Projects which propose only limted devel opment activities
may be issued a Land Disturbance Permit without a Tree
Preservati on/ Repl acenent Pl an under t he fol |l ow ng
ci rcunst ances:

a.

Resi dential subdivisions shall not be required to
submt a Tree Preservation /Replacement Plan if the
proposed | and di sturbance and construction activities
are strictly limted to those directly related to the
provision of the streets and storm water drainage and
detention facilities, placenent of required soi
erosi on and sedi nentation controls, the installation
of public or private utilities, and other required
i mprovenents, excluding recreation areas, expressly
required by the City or by a condition of zoning,
speci al use or variance approval .

Nonr esi denti al subdivisions shall not be required to
submt a Tree Preservation /Replacenment Plan if the
proposed | and di sturbance and construction activities
are strictly limted to those directly related to the
provi sion of the streets and storm water drai nage and
detention facilities, placenment of required soi
erosion and sedinentation controls, the installation
of public or private utilities, and other required
i mprovenents, expressly required by the City or by a
condition of zoni ng, speci al use or variance
approval .

I ndi vi dual multi-famly resi denti al and
nonr esi denti al proj ects (not i nvol vi ng t he
subdivision of the property) my be allowed to
undertake activities Iimted to clearing or clearing
and grubbing only, wthout approval of a Tree
Preservation/ Repl acement Plan if the proposed |and
di sturbance activities are limted to those portions
of the property outside of all mninmm yard areas
required by the zoning district, all buffer areas
required by the Zoning Odinance or conditions of
zoning, variance or special use approval, and any
area within the 100-year flood plain, except for curb
cut access into the property and for the placenent of
required soil erosion and sedinmentation controls.
Addi ti onal areas nmay be designated by the Departnent
to remain undi sturbed as may be reasonably required
with consideration given to the proposed use of the
property, as well as adj acent properties, in
accordance with the Cty 's Land Use Plan. The
limts of clearing or clearing and grubbing shall be
established no closer to the boundaries of all said
undi sturbed areas than the driplines of the trees
which are |located within said areas.

City of Sugar

Hil | 5.7



The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance
Tree Preservation and Tree Repl acenent Regul ati ons

d. For any property for whi ch a Tree
Preservati on/ Repl acenent Plan was not required prior
to issuance of a Land D sturbance Permt under the
provisions of this Section, all areas required to be
undi sturbed shall be provided with protective tree
fencing, staking, or continuous ribbon along the
l[imts of clearing or grading which adjoin existing
trees in accordance with the provisions found in

Subsection 5.4.1. Such nmeasures shall be in place
prior to beginning clearing or grading activities,
and shall be maintained throughout the |and

di st urbance peri od.

5.3 TREE DENSI TY REQUI REMENTS
5.3.1 M ni mum Tree Density Standard

On each property for whi ch a Tree
Preservati on/ Repl acenent Pl an i's required by this
Ordi nance, existing trees may be retained and new trees
shall be planted such that the property shall attain or
exceed a Tree Density Standard of 16 Tree Density Units
per acre, exclusive of any acreage within a zoning buffer
and any trees required to be preserved or planted wthin
a zoning buffer. The trees, both existing and new, where
feasible shall be reasonably distributed throughout the
site, with enphasis on tree groupings to achi eve aesthetic
results followi ng professional | andscapi ng standards.
Trees may be retained or planted for credit within a
public street right-of-way if granted aut hori zation by
t he Departnment of Transportation.

5.3.2 Tree Density Standard Cal cul ation

The Tree Density Standard shall be calculated by sunmm ng
the followng credits and dividing by the total acreage of
the project included within the limts of the permt
application (but excluding any acreage included within a
zoning buffer).

a. Credit for existing trees proposed to be preserved
on the site shall be calculated by multiplying the
nunber of trees (by diameter) times the units
assigned in TABLE B, CREDIT FOR EXI STING TREES.
Credit shall be given all trees preserved on a
property having a dianmeter of 3" or nore, except
trees located in a zoning buffer.
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5.3.2 (Cont.)

Credit for new trees proposed to be replaced on the
site shall be calculated by nmultiplying the nunber
of trees (by dianeter) tinmes the units assigned in
TABLE C, CREDI T FOR REPLACEMENT TREES. Credit shall
be given all new trees replaced on a property except
for new trees of less than 1 inch in dianeter and new
trees planted in a required zoning buffer. Mul ti -
trunked ornanmental trees shall only be given credit
by neasuring the single largest trunk and not the
cumul ative total of the various trunks. Tree-form
shrubs shall not be given credit for satisfying the
required Tree Density Standard.

Addi ti onal credits shall be granted under the
foll ow ng circunstances:

(1) Atotal tree density credit not to exceed three
(3) tines the units shown on Table B, may be
granted by the Departnent for existing trees to
be retained which have greater value as
outstanding specinmen trees or having historic
val ue or being a rare or unique species.

(2) Existing trees to be retained within a m ninum
yard area (as required by the applicable zoning
district) or within a 100-year flood plain shal
be granted a bonus credit of 50 percent of the
units assigned in Table B unless the tree is
| ocated within a required zoning buffer.

City of Sugar

Hil | 5.9



The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance
Tree Preservation and Tree Repl acenent Regul ati ons

TABLE B - CREDI T FOR EXI STI NG TREES

CONVERSI ON FROM TREE DI AVMETER | N | NCHES
TO TREE DENSI TY UNI TS FOR TREES REMAI NI NG ON SI TE

DI A UNI TS D A UNI TS DI A UNI TS D A UNI TS
3 .05 15 1.2 27 4.0 39 8.3
4 1 16 1.4 28 4.3 40 8.7
5 15 17 1.6 29 4.6 41 9.2
6 .2 18 1.8 30 4.9 42 9.6
7 .3 19 2.0 31 5.2 43 10. 1
8 .4 20 2.2 32 5.6 44 10.6
9 .5 21 2.4 33 5.9 45 11.0

10 . 6 22 2.6 34 6.3 46 11.5
11 .7 23 2.9 35 6.7 47 12.0
12 . 8 24 3.1 36 7.1 48 12.6
13 .9 25 3.4 37 7.5 49 13.1
14 1.1 26 3.7 38 7.9 50 13.6

NOTE: FOR THE PURPOSE OF THI S ORDI NANCE, TREE DI AMETERS ARE MEASURED
AT DI AMETER BREAST HEI GHT (DBH) OR AT ANY PO NT BELOW DBH
FOR NEW TREES OR MULTI-TRUNKED SPECIES, BUT IN NO CASE
LESS THAN 6 | NCHES FROM THE GROUND

NOTE: FOR THE PURPOSE OF THI S ORDI NANCE, TREE DI AMETER FRACTI ONS NAY
BE "ROUNDED-UP" | F 0.5 | NCHES OR GREATER OR " ROUNDED- DOMN'
I F LESS THAN 0. 5 | NCHES.
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TABLE C - CREDI T FOR REPLACEMENT TREES

CONVERSI ON FROM TREE DI AVETER | N | NCHES
TO TREE DENSITY UNI TS FOR PROPCSED REPLACEMENT TREES

Di anet er Units Di anet er Units
1 .4 8 1.3
2 5 9 1.5
3 6 10 1.7
4 7 11 1.9
5 .9 12 2.1
6 1.0 13 2.3
7 1.2 14 2.5

NOTE: FOR THE PURPCSE OF THI S ORDI NANCE, TREE DI AMETERS ARE MEASURED
AT DI AVETER BREAST HEI GHT (DBH) OR AT ANY PO NT BELOW DBH
FOR NEW TREES OR MJULTI-TRUNKED SPECIES, BUT |IN NO CASE
LESS THAN 6 | NCHES FROM THE GROUND.

NOTE: FOR THE PURPCSE OF THI S ORDI NANCE, TREE DI AMETER FRACTI ONS MNAY
BE "ROUNDED-UP" I F 0.5 | NCHES OR GREATER OR " ROUNDED- DOVN'
I F LESS THAN 0. 5 | NCHES.

NOTE: MULTI - TRUNKED ORNAMENTAL TREES SHALL BE GVEN CREDT BY
MEASURI NG THE SI NGLE LARCGEST TRUNK ONLY. TREE- FORM SHRUBS
SHALL NOT BE Q@ VEN CREDI T.
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5.3.3 One and Two Fami |y Dwellings

If the subdivision is exenpt under Subsection 5.2.3a this
Subsection (5.3.3) does not apply. However, if the
subdi vi si on was not exenpt under Subsection 5.2.3a and was
required to submt a TP\TR under Subsection 5.2.2 this
Subsection (5.3.3) shall apply.

Each residential lot shall have at a mninmumtwo (2) Tree
Density Units. The front yard shall contain at |east one
(1) Tree Density Unit. The m nimum repl acement trees for
front yards shall be shade or flowering trees that measure
at least 3 caliper inches in dianeter. Exanples of shade
or flowering trees include all types of oak, maples,

birch, tulip poplar, fruit trees, walnut, hickory or elm
To neet this requirenent, all other replacenent tree
species to be planted in a residential front yard that are
not |isted above shall be approved by the department prior
to planting. Existing trees shall be allowed to neet this
requi rement based on Table B - Credit For Existing Trees.

The requirenments of Subsection 5.2.2 may indicate the
requi rements of this section have been addressed in the
TP\TR Plan. |If this is the case, a conpliance inspection
is all that is needed to conply with this section.

Prior to an issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy, a
conpl i ance inspection will be nmade to ensure that al
applicable requirements for this section have been
satisfied and the appropriate trees have been pl ant ed.
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5.4 TREE PRESERVATI ON AND REPLACEMENT REQUI REMENTS

5.4.1 The follow ng guidelines and standards shall apply to trees
proposed to be preserved for credit toward neeting the
m nimum required Tree Density Standard on a property.

a.

Tree Protection Areas

The root system within the dripline is generally
considered to be the critical root zone. To protect
these critical root zones, a tree protection area
shall be established around each tree or group of
trees to be retained.

(1) The Tree Protection Area shall include no |ess
than the total area beneath the tree canopy as
defined by the dripline of the tree or group of
trees collectively.

(2) Layout of the project site utility and grading
plans shall avoid disturbance of the tree
protection areas.

(3) Construction site activities such as parking,
mat erials storage, concrete washout, burn hole

pl acenent, etc., shall be arranged so as to
prevent disturbances within tree protection
ar eas.

Protective Barriers

(1) Protective tree fencing, staking or continuous
ri bbon shal | be installed bet ween tree
protection areas and areas proposed to be
cl eared, graded, or otherw se disturbed on the
site, prior to any |and di sturbance.

(2) Al Tree Protection Areas are recommended to be
designated as such with "tree save area signs”
posted in addition to the required protective
fencing, staking, or continuous ribbon. Si gns
requesting subcontract or cooperation and
conpliance with tree protection standards are
recommended for site entrances.

(3) Al Tree Protection Areas nmust be protected from
soi|l sedinentation intrusion through the use of
silt screens or other acceptabl e neasures placed
up-slope fromthe tree protection area.

City of Sugar
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5.4.1. (CONT.)

(4) Al protective tree fencing, staking or
continuous ribbon and all erosion control
barriers nmust be installed prior to and
mai nt ai ned throughout the |and disturbance and
construction process, and should not be renoved
until final |andscaping is install ed.

C. Encr oachnent

If encroachnent into a Tree Protection Area occurs which
causes irreparable damage to the trees, the Tree
Preservati on/ Repl acenent Plan shall be revised to
conpensate for the loss. Under no circunstances shall the
devel oper be relieved of responsibility for conpliance
with the provisions of this Odinance, nor shall plan
revision activities stop the Department from instituting
action for violation of this Odinance.

5.4.2 Replacenent trees proposed to be planted for credit toward
meeting the mninum required Tree Density Standard on a
property shall conply with the follow ng guidelines and
st andar ds:

a. The spacing of replacenent trees nust be conpatible
with spatial site limtations and wth responsible
consi deration towards species size when mature.

b. Speci es selected for planting shall be native or
adaptable to the region and the intended grow ng
site. Standards for transplanting shall be in

keeping with those established by the Internationa
Society of Arboriculture, as included in the "Tree

and Shrub Transplanting Manual," latest edition, or
simlar publications. Refer to the Anerican
Associ ation  of Nurserymen publication "Anerican

Standard for Nursery Stock"”™ (ANSI z60, 1973) for
plant material quality specifications. Refer to the
"Manual of Wody Landscape Plants" (Mchael Dirr,
1983, Castle Books) or simlar publications for
i nformati on on tree species site requirenents.

C. Trees selected for planting nust be free frominjury,
pests, di sease, nutritional di sorders or r oot
defects, and nust be of good vigor, so as to assure a
reasonabl e expectation of survivability.
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5.5 TREE BANK

5.5.1 Where a tree is to be renoved under the provisions of this
Ordinance, the City may, with the consent of the property
owner, relocate the tree at the City's expense to GCty-
owned property for replanting, either for permanent
utilization at the new location, or for future use at
other City property.

5.5.2 Credit may be given to the property for each relocated tree
as though the tree was proposed to remain on the property,
if the tree is relocated to a site designated by the Cty
at the owner/devel oper's expense.
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ARTI CLE 6
PLAN AND PLAT SPECI FI CATI ONS
6.1 WATER- EFFI Cl ENT DESI GN CONSI DERATI ON

It is the policy of The City of Sugar H Il to encourage
individuals or firnse who prepare the plans and plats
required by this Odinance to consider the use of water-
efficient |andscaping principles and techni ques as one of
the criterion to be used in plant selection and design.

6.1.1 Princi pl es and Techni ques of Water-Efficient Landscapi ng

The reconmended principles and techni ques to be considered
are as follows:

a. Proper Location and Design - locating plants where
they will naturally thrive and not require excessive
wat er and mai ntenance to survive, as well as grouping
pl ants by water needs, and limting and concentrating
hi gh water using plants.

b. Turf Selection - selecting turf grasses that can
survive the wvariable rainfall conditions in this
region, and limting turf areas.

C. Efficient Watering - once plants are established,
avoid watering during periods of normal rainfall and
during droughts, watering every week to 10 days or
| ess depending on the drought tolerance of the

pl ants.
d. Soil Inprovenents - |loosening and breaking up the
soil beyond the imrediate planting area to allow

better water absorption and to pronote deep roots.

e. Mul ching - using nulch to hold noisture in the soil
whi ch hel ps maxi m ze the benefits of watering as well
as preventing weeds.

f. Pl ant Sel ection - selecting plants according to their
wat ering requirenents and optinmum | ocati ons.

g. Mai nt enance - maintaining the |andscape to maxinm ze
wat er conservation such as increasing nmow ng heights
and avoiding fertilizing during dry spells.
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6.2 BUFFER AND LANDSCAPE PLAN SPECI FI CATI ONS

The following subsections and paragraphs outline the
required elements of the plans and plats nentioned
t hroughout this Odinance.

6.2.1 A Buffer and Landscape Pl an shall be prepared for any project
wherein buffer areas or other |andscaping areas or
treatnent are required by this Odinance, the Zoning
O di nance, conditions of zoning, special use or variance
approval, or other regulations of The Gty of Sugar Hill,
and shall be approved prior to issuance of a Devel oprment
Permt. Wiile the Plan shall cover, at a mninum the
required buffer and I|andscape areas, the Plan can be
combined with a gneral |andscaping plan for the entire
project and/or a Tree Preservation/ Replacenment Plan (if
required), at the devel oper's option.

6.2.2 The Buffer and Landscape Plan shall be shown on a Site Plan
or boundary survey drawn to the sane or a l|larger scale as
the other plan docunents prepared for the Devel opnent
Permt Application and shall cover the sane area.

6.2.3 The Buffer and Landscape Plan shall contain but need not be
limted to the foll ow ng:

a. Pr oj ect name and Land District, Land Lot, and
acr eage.

b. Devel oper's nane and tel ephone nunber.

C. The nanme, address, and telephone nunber of the

Regi stered Landscape Architect, Urban Forester, or
Arbori st responsible for preparation of the plan, and
the Seal or statenent of professional qualifications
of said person (which nmay be attached separately).
The performance of professional services in the
preparation of plans required herein shall conply
with Georgia Law governing the practice of the
appl i cabl e prof essi on.

d. Boundary lines of each buffer or other |andscape
area, appropriately | abel ed.

e. Del i neation of undisturbed buffer areas, and any
ot her areas wherein trees are proposed to be retained
to neet City requirenents, along the
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6.2.3 (Cont.) driplines of the trees or groups of trees contained
therein. These areas shall be treated in accordance
with the Tree Protection Area requirenents contained
in this Odinance, and | abeled as such. Protective
barriers and signage as required by this Odinance
shall be shown as to |ocation and detail ed.

f. CGeneral location of all proposed trees, shrubs,
vines, groundcovers, nmulching, and other features
proposed within the buffer/landscape area. A scale
sufficient to clearly indicate all details shall be
used, along with a north arrow.

g. Wthin areas involving or adjacent to land form
changes, existing and finish grade topographic lines
at an interval of no nore than 2 feet my be

required.
h. For new plant materials to be installed, a plant
material list including but not limted to:

(1) Comon and botanical names of all proposed
pl ants.

(2) Plant quantities.

(3) Size and condition of plants. (Exanpl e:
1" caliper, 6 feet height, balled and
burl apped).

(4) Spacing.

(5 Remarks as necessary to insure proper
pl ant sel ection upon install ation.
(Exanpl e: Specinen, multi-trunked).

6.3 TREE PRESERVATI ON REPLACEMVENT PLAN SPECI FI CATI ONS

6.3.1 Tree Preservation/ Repl acenent Plans shall be prepared by a
prof essi onal Landscape Architect, Urban Forester, or Arborist in
accordance with the specifications for such plans contained herein
The performance of professional services in the preparation of plans
required herein shall conply with Georgia Law governing the practice
of the applicable profession. O her licensed professionals (e.g.
architects, engineers, etc.) nmay be authorized by the Director to
prepare Tree Preservation Pl ans, but not
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6.3.1 (Cont.)
Tree Replacenent Pl ans, provided that they denonstrate, to
the satisfaction of the Director, conpetency and know edge
in the principles and practices of arboriculture.

6.3.2 The Tree Preservation/ Replacenent Plan shall be shown on a
copy of a Prelimnary Plat, Concept Plan or Site Plan,
with the exception of a permt to conduct tree thinning,
as appropriate to the proposed devel opment, drawn to the
sane scale as the other plan docunents prepared for a Land
D sturbance Permit application on the property, and shal
cover the sane area. The plan may be conbined with a
required Buffer and Landscape Plan for the project, at the
option of the devel oper.

6.3.3 The Tree Preservati on/ Repl acenent Plan shall provi de
sufficient information and detail to clearly denpbnstrate
that all applicable requirenments and standards of this
O dinance will be fully satisfied.

6.3.4 The Tree Preservati on/ Repl acement Plan shall contain but
need not be limted to the follow ng:

a. Project nanme, Land District, Land Lot, north arrow
and scal e.

b. Devel oper's nane, address, and tel ephone nunber.

C. The nanme, address, and telephone nunber of the

prof essional Landscape Architect, Urban Forester

Arborist or other authorized individual responsible
for preparation of the plan, in accordance with the
requi rements of Subsection 6.3.1, above, and the Sea

or statenment of professional qualifications of said
person (which nmay be attached separately).

d. Delineation of all mninum yard areas, buffers, and
| andscape areas as required by the Zoning O dinance
or conditions of zoning, special wuse or variance
approval .

e. Total acreage of the site and total acreage excl usive
of all zoning buffer areas.

f. Delineation of all areas located within a 100-year
fl ood pl ain.
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6.3.4 (Cont.)
g.

Existing Trees to be retained in Tree Protection
Ar eas:

Trunk location and size (to the nearest inch in
diameter at or below dianeter breast height), of
i ndi vidual trees proposed to remain for credit toward
neeting the mninum tree density standard on the
property. Goups of 3 or nore trees whose driplines
conbine into a single Tree Protection Area my be
outlined as a group and their nunber, by dianeter,

shown in the Summary Tabl e. If the nunber and size
of all existing trees to remain on the site exceeds
the required tree density standard for the entire
site, only those trees required to neet the m ninum
tree density standard nust be shown. Al  Tree
Protection Areas are to be outlined and | abel ed.

Tree Protection Measures:

(1) A detail or description of the protective tree
fencing, staking, or continuous ribbon to be
installed, and the location of such measures,
which at a mnimm shall follow the dripline of
all trees to be retained al ong adjoining areas
of <clearing, grading, or other construction
activity.

(2) Measures to be taken to avoid soil sedinmentation
intrusion into Tree Protection Areas, and the
| ocati on of such devi ces.

(3) Proposed location of tenmporary construction
activities such as equi pnent or worker parking,
material s st or age, burn hol es, equi pnent
washdown areas, and entrance pads.

(4) Proposed type and location of any tree save area
signs or other pertinent signage.

If replacenent trees are proposed to be planted in
order for the property to achieve the required Tree
Density Standard, the repl acenent trees shall be
shown and their spacing and dianmeter identified, to
t he ext ent needed to achi eve t he m ni num
requirenents. Trees grouped together in tree
planting areas may be listed on the Sunmary Table by
total nunmber in the grouping, by size.

City of Sugar

Hil | 6.5



The Buffer, Landscape, and
Tree Ordi nance Pl an and Pl at Specifications

6.3.4 (Cont.)

j. A Sunmary Table of the nunber of existing trees to
remain and new trees to be planted, by dianeter to
the nearest inch at or below dbh, shall be shown
along with calculations showng the tree density
achieved for the site. Additional credits shall be
noted where applicable (see Subsection 5.3.2,
paragraph c.). G oupings of trees in Tree Protection
Areas and areas for new tree planting nay be keyed to
the Sunmmary Table by area rather than having each
tree individually |abeled on the plan.

6.3.5 The plan sheet which shows the grading plan, including
exi sting and proposed contour lines, shall indicate the
dripline location of all Tree Protection Areas through the
use of shading on the plans. The exact |ocation of each
tree is not desired to be shown, only the limts of the
Tree Protection Area and any other areas which are not to
be di st urbed.
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Tree Ordi nance Conpl i ance
ARTI CLE 7
COWPLI ANCE

7.1 ARTIFICl AL MATERI ALS PROCHI Bl TED

7.1.1 artificial plants, trees, shrubs, grass or other
vegetation shall be prohibited from fulfilling the
requi rements of this Odinance.

7.2 WARRANTY OR MAI NTENANCE SURETY

7.2.1 Upon final installation of new trees, shrubs or other
| andscape nmaterial planted to neet the requirenents of
this Or di nance, and followng accept ance by the
Departnent in accordance with the procedures set forth in
the Devel opnent Regulations, the owner shall ei ther
provi de proof of warranty or post a Mintenance Bond or
ot her acceptable surety, warranting the new trees, shrubs
or | andscape materi al for a period of no less than one
(1) year.

7.3 | NSPECTI ON

7.3.1 The Departnment shall perform an inspection of the plantings
and | andscape materials required by this Odinance prior
to expiration of the one (1) year warranty or maintenance
peri od. The owner shall be notified of any replacenents
or restoration that nust be made to maintain conpliance
with this Odinance or conditions of zoning, special use
or variance approval.

7.3.2 Required | andscape material found to be dead or near death
shall be replaced prior to release by the Departnent of
the warranty or nmaintenance surety. In no case shal
repl acenent be delayed greater than 30 days from
notification unless a performance bond is posted with the
Depart nment .

7.4 PERFORVANCE SURETY

Compliance Prior to Certificate of OCccupancy or Final Plat

Appr oval

In the event that new trees proposed to be planted to
achieve the Tree Density Standard as set forth in the Tree
Regul ati ons contai ned herein, or other trees or |andscape
material required to be planted as set forth in the Buffer
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7.4.1 (Cont.)

Regul ati ons or Landscape Regul ati ons contained herein, are
not installed wupon application for a Certificate of
Occupancy or Final Plat approval as appropriate to the
project, then a Performance Bond or other acceptable
surety in an anount equal to 110% of the value of the new
trees or |andscape material and their installation shall
be posted with the Departnent in accordance with the
performance bonding requirenents and provisions of the
Devel opnment Regul ati ons.

7.4.2 Conpl i ance upon Permit Conpletion or Expiration

Properties where a permt 1is issued to conduct |and
di sturbing activities that do not require the issuance of
a Certificate of GCccupancy or the approval of a Final
Plat, or said activities as authorized are conpleted or
the permt expires, shall conply with the Tree Density
Standard of this Ordinance as follows:

a. Clearing, Cearing and Gubbing, or Gading Only
Permts

Repl acenent trees proposed to be planted to achieve
the Tree Density Standard of this Odi nance which are
not planted upon conpletion or prior to expiration of
a Cearing, Cearing and G ubbing, or Gading Permt,
shall be planted within 30 days of the conpletion or
expiration of said permt unless a Performance Bond
is posted with the Department.

b. Devel opnment Pernits

Repl acenment trees proposed to be planted to achieve
the Tree Density Standard of this Ordi nance which are
not pl ant ed upon expiration, as opposed to
conpl etion, of a Developnent Permt shall be planted
within 30 days of expiration of said permt unless a
Performance Bond is posted with the Department.
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Tree Ordi nance Conpl i ance

7.5 CONTI NUI NG MAI NTENANCE

7.5.1 The owner, occupant, tenant, and respective agent of each, if
any, shall be jointly and severally responsible for the
perpetual rmaintenance and protection of buffers and
| andscape plantings required by this Odinance.

7.5.2 The Departnent is hereby authorized to order diseased,
infested, dying, dead or damaged | andscaping required
herein to be repl aced.

7.5.3 Buffers that, over a period of time, lose their screening
ability shall be replanted to neet the requirenments of
t hi s Ordi nance.

7.5. 4 Repl acenent trees and | andscapi ng shall be in accordance with

t he applicable provisions of this Odinance.
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ARTI CLE 8
ENFORCEMENT, VI OLATI ON AND APPEALS
8.1 ENFORCEMENT

It shall be the responsibility of the Departnent to
enforce this Ordinance. The Director or his/her designee
shall have the authority to revoke, suspend, or void any
Clearing, Cearing and Gubbing, G ading, Devel opnent or
Building Permit or to withhold issuance of a Certificate
of Cccupancy, and shall have the authority to suspend all
work on a site or any portion thereof, where tree renoval
or damage occurs in violation of this Odinance or the
provi sions of the approved Tree Preservation/ Repl acenment
Plan for the site.

8.2 VI OLATI ON AND PENALTY

Any person violating provision of this Odinance shall be
guilty of violating a duly adopted Ordinance of The City
of Sugar HIl, and upon conviction by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, nay be punished either by a fine not to
exceed $500, or confinement in the County jail not to
exceed 60 days, or both. The Court shall have the power
and authority to place any person found guilty of a
violation of this Ordinance on probation and to suspend or
nodify any fine or sentence. As a condition of said
suspension, the Court may require paynment of restitution
or inpose other punishnent allowed by law which my
i nclude mandatory attendance at an educational program
regarding tree preservation. The owner of any property
wherein a violation exists, and any builder, contractor,
or agent who may have assisted in the conm ssion of any
such violation, shall be guilty of a separate offense.
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8.3 APPEALS AND WAI VERS
8.3.1 Variance fromthe Zoning O di nance

The preservation of trees may be considered as a condition
peculiar to a piece of property in support of a request
for a Variance from the literal application of the
provi sions of the Zoning Ordinance, under the procedures
and requirenments contained therein.

8.3.2 Appeal s

Appeal s of the interpretation of the requirenments of this
O di nance by the Director shall be filed and processed in
accordance with the appeal procedures as set forth in the
Devel opnment Regul ati ons.

8.3.3 Wi vers

Wai ver requests of the requirements of this O dinance
shall be filed and processed in accordance with the waiver
procedures as set forth in the Devel opnent Regul ati ons.
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9.2

9.3

9.4

ARTI CLE 9
ADCPTI ON AND AMENDMENT
REPEAL CLAUSE

The provisions of any ordinances or resolutions or parts
of ordinances or resolutions in conflict herewith are
repeal ed, save and except such ordi nances or resol utions
or parts of ordinances or resolutions which provide
stricter standards than those provided herein.

SEVERABI LI TY

Shoul d any section, subsection, clause, or provision of
this Odinance be declared by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not affect
the validity of the Ordinance in whole or any part thereof
other than the part so declared to be invalid.

AVENDMVENT
This Odinance nay be anended from tine-to-tine by
Ordinance of the City Council of The City of Sugar Hill.
Such amendnents shall be effective as specified in the
adopti ng O di nance.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This Ordi nance shall becone effective upon its adoption.

Adopted this the ___ day of , 1996.
BY:
Cty of Sugar Hill
ATTEST: DATE SI GNED:
Cerk Dat e
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AMENDMENTS

1 October 12, 1998 Amended Section 5.5.1 Exclusions of single family lots are removed.
Table A is amended to show proper exemptions. Section 5.2.2 revised
to alow a maximum of twenty acresthat may be cleared at one time.
Section 5.2.3 is amended to distinguish a difference between residential
and non-residential. Section 5.3.3 added to require two (2) tree density

units to be planted on each single family lot where mass grading takes
place.
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